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Extrdet from 
"History of the Japanese People" 
by Nebara K. Sekiguehi. 


Generally speaking, we belong to the Mongolian race, 
but at the same time, we mg not forget that we have also 
the Philipinos, Eskimos, Slavonians, and some Semitic trihes 
as our eommon aneeastors. Ina word, the present Jamnese 
has descended from the Mongolian who has blood from several 
races. We gan prove this fact by the religious beliefs, 
the animal-worship, nature-worghip, ancestor-worshipping re- 
ligion up to the great sieie coal ¢ religion. | 

Among these many races the most enlightened one in our 
anoient history was the Semitic. It is thought that our Im- 
perial ancestors belong to this Face. 

There were numberless groups of foment: scattered 
here and thereon the Japanese land during the pre-historic 
age.» It is believed that ae of these belong to the Mongo- 
lian race and a few of them belong to other races. 

_ Each olan had its own ruler and its own religion. The 
woler was @alled "Kami" as nis euthority was as holy as that 
of the god of the clan, who was also galled "Kami". ( "Kami" 
means "up"). 
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were called "Matsurigoto", meaning "a festival ". 

There were many families belonging to each clan each 
with ite father or patriarch. 

Besides these higher class people there were two kinds 
of sinves: the Fomobe and Kakibe which belonged to the olen. 
fhen there were the Yakabe which wes the name of the lower 
Glass of slaves, who belonged to each family. These were 
the farmers. | 

These slaves worked from morning till night, and they 
supported the lives of the upper elass peoples. They were 
not treated like human beings, but more like domestic ani- 
mals. ee had probably been enslaved through defeat in 
battle. ; 

The inpaneus woiaed. xi.oe and ate this for their vaniiy 
food, in the beginning of their historieal age. Rice was 
also used as food by avabi.ens, but 1% was detested by the 
ancient Chinese. 3 

It is said in our traditions that Toyouke-no-mikoto, 
one of our ancestral gods, brought the seeds of rice to 
the Japanese land from Zekema-ga-hare (High-heaven-field-— 
the heavenly plain), which | was aicuent to be in Western 
Asia. 

Mr. Ss Seki, a famous soholer of sociology, thinks 
that our imperial ancestors came from Persia. He says that 
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when they efme to the land of Japan, they found other races 
there who were yory ferocious and warlike, and which they 
greatly feared, Consequently, they called the land “Abad- 
gai-Dey" whieh means in the Persian language "the aboge of 
the devil". Pa ‘s 
|. While the yeave were passing along, the word ABAD WES 
corrupted to YAMATO, and I'DEV to izumo. These two names 
became the names of central provinoes in early Japan. 
(Whether this te a correct surmise or not, at any 
rate 1% is ingenious, for the sounds of B and M, 
and of VY and M run into one another in Japanese 
GQlalects today, as alec Dand and Z- Yamato 
is now written with characters which mean "great 
tranquility" but Yamato yeally seems to mean 
Mountain-island, quite suitable for the mountain- 
oas island which is the main part of Japan; Izumo 
corresponds in meaning to the characters with 
which it is written, namely “outcoming clouds", 
another suitable designation for cloudy, fogay, 
Yainy Japan. Yamato is now Nara Prefecture, and 
Izumo is ineluded in Shimane Prefecture). 
We read in the "Records of Ancient Matters" (Kojiki ) 
that cur encastors cireumeised their boys with the leaves of 
the miscanthus (a plant allied to sugarcane with sharp-edged 


20S entre: awe cw 
uM Heiws be " 


datat peak ‘pte poche oT 


rgeds ede” enya sive na aeaon so 
a a Me a uf ia ie 
bem oat eae sitll ooo ato a ° 


e oe 


" 


sont eh weed” GRRE, 8 UT Mc NNN, theo 


wae & 2 


ung a visae. al eeomirow Lantana ewer 8 


anid 

,'oa co eosin, A pone R, ov 2a? cnet: 1 
& ape one 9 

waged ab 9 


aot aie bimalga we # tan. 
Ce a en ee Te <nghh 
od aaa wh ae 6% mae ‘nie a oni.s al vet whoa laed pa 
mortise Hinde vel ‘inidits ‘Mebd matthew wom ek. eae 
a eae wlan a ys Sddenmanmant i 
rote wake. ei @: Saath ca Sarg edsadetatknsae ual 
| jong Qe oa eterna OR ite Lite Auntat Maro 


~ wre oa. we ot an asuenss at chnegnwrnon 
mae 


LA + 


ae benbed ao * UE oaseas anise we oe re ae 


 hooke wait wo Re amg) tind here ‘wat 


+ 
# 


¥ 


leaves). For this reason some think our Imperial ancestogs 
mignt be Jews, who came ‘through Buxrope and Persia into Ja- 

pan. There are also great similarities between the family 

system, customs, and religion of the Jews and those of Ja~- 

pans We feel as deep an interest when we read the Book of 

Genesis ag if we were reading our own history or legend. 

Though the present Shintoien in Japan is a corrupted 
religion, with its foundation upon polytheism, which wor- 
ships not only ancestors but aleo EMIMALE » yet there remains 
gome ghadow of Judaiem in the spirit of Shintoiem. 

I do not maintain that ‘the Japanese belong to other 
races than the Mongolian. The great quantity of our blood 
ig, of course, the blood of Mongolians. Bat I daresay that 
the comparatively enlightened tribes in our opening age of 
history belonged to other than the Mongolian. Many Japanese 
historians believe them to be Jewish. fresent Japanese have 
truly mixed blood; they area different race than the Chinese 
or eny other nation. : 

Now the “Records of Anetent Matters" te11 us that there 
are three periods in the history of Japan. In the first 
place there was the period of fenjin, “Heavenly Gods". In 
this period our imperial anteators lived in Takama-~ga-hara, 
whieh was not exactly known to we, but to be imagined aa a 
certain land in Western Asia. In the segond place, there was 
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& period of Chi-~jin, farth Gots". These gods ruled in 

the present land of Japan. But’ the land was not reigned 
over by only one Emperor, but. dy many gods. iIn this con- 
nection the word "Kami", "goa", does not mean any spiritual 
being, but it means "up". : 

The ancient Japanese called their rulers "Kami" or 
"O-Kami" which meant "up". 

In the third place, there was the perfod of Imperial | 
reign; that is the veenant age. The first and second per- 
4ods were not the historical periods -- they were the myth- 
clogioal ages. Even in the third period, 4% is very doubt- 
ful, during ite earliest ay whether we have true stories, 
or fiction in the name of historical facts. 

In the era of Emperor Simm, who gat on his throne 45 
Yamato-Emperor, there wore no written records.. 

While the years were passing along there appeared in 
the distriet of Yemato an influential ¢elan whose blood-rela- 
tions have been thought to belong to the Semitic race. That 
Glan was composed of comparatively enlightened people, and 
their religion was the worshipping of the heavenly gods, or 
trees and stones. 

Agcording to the best religion of this age, the “Ameno- 
ninakanushi-no-kami" was the father of all heavenly vodics, 
bat he was an invisible and transcendental God. The Amaterasu 
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was the sunpgoddess who rules over the universe in the 
place of the invisible God. The Izanagi and Izanami were 
& gouple who had human forms , and who areated the Japanese 
land in the midet of the sea. 

Thies elan conquered other @lans in war, or subdued 
then without fighting, and in the year 660 3.0, the Kamt 
of this olan was declared to be the Emperor of the Yamato 
district. | 

Raising rive. This process was taught by the Imperial 
Glan to others, and each olan made their slaves raise rice 
on water paddies. The eleventh Emperor had a merciful » 
mind. He prohibited the eruel ceremony of burying slaves 
alive with their dead lord (Kami). He had earthenware 
images substituted. This was in 2 B. 6, 
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Western scholars and observers have, prevaillingly, 
depicted dapanose civilisation and Japanese history in terns 
of two evente -~ its adoption of Chinese ofvilisation in 


‘the seventh century and of Western European civilisation in 


the nineteenth. They do not deny that the Japanese have 
made significant contributions of their own but they would — 


seem to insist that these contributions were al based on 


what might be called “borrowed” materials. In short, Japan« 
ese civilisation is declared to be fundamentally derivative. 
From this the corollary has been drawn, in aide cireles, _ 
that the Japanese are simply an imitative race and that thie 
is an inherent characteristic of their nentality. 

There is not the slightest justification for such a 
view. All civilisation, except that of the 014 Stone Age 

and the early phases of the New Stons Age are derivative 
and based on a new reassenbig and reworking of borrowed — 


materials: there is no such thing as an inherent national 


or racial mentality. That such Gheerios prevail today 
in faust etates like Germany end Italy, ef course, we 
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80 and the economic-social causes that ied in 


creation of the con 
mentality and conse ae to the habit of 


Goubtless still persist for some time to 6 
No modern civilisation has suffered more from such 
characterigations than the Japanese. For reasons not al- 
ways Glear, the edoption of Chinese and of Western European 
civilisations by the Japanese has been regarded as a re- 
flection on the capacity of the Japanese to develop one 

of their own. The same accusation can, of course, be made 
against every major civilisation since the Egyptians and 
Sumero-Babylonians. It is easy to understand the under 
lying basis for this very unjust discrimination in the 

case of the Japanese. We happen to possess clear-cut and 
definite information about the Chinese, and are actually 
witnesses of the Western European cultural conquest, and 

we forget that, since the days of the Egyptians and the 
SumerosBabylonians, large scale borrowings have elways 
presented the same phenomena. Yet in spite of the erroneous 
and utterly ridiculous predication of a specific national 
or racial genius, it ie imperative for an understanding of 
Japanese history to attempt an explanation of these two 
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important events in order to clear up, if possible, 
some of the misconceptions that have grown up wefapi raed 
the nature of its civilization. 
The completeness and comparative speed with which 
Chinese culture?) swept over Japan in the seventh and eighth 
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centuries AeDe hes generally sere described as due to two | 
causes} the spread of Budéhien, and the existence, in the 

- Japan of the seventh and eighth conturies, ofa ruling caste 
that had adopted Chinese culture and forcibly imposed at 
upon the whole country. While this explanation ie correct 
in ite proad gutiines, it leaves a number of vitel questions 
unanswered. Why, for instance, did Buddhism spread so 
rapidly and why did the rulers of the land desire te Gomplete- 
ay reorganize their state in terns conforming to & Chinese 
model? No one will seriously contend that Buddhism spread 
because of the fascination which ite dootrinal teachings 
exercised over the minds of the Japanese peasant. Philoe 
sophic nihilion, even when clothed in the mythological 


fh dress of successive reincarnations whet were eventually 
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to lead to the attainment of perfection, was not likely 
to appeal either to an overworked tiller of the soil or, 
for that matter, to a nobleman. In actual fact, of course, 
we know that Buddhism was at firet emphatically rejected 
by both the rulers and the nobility. If, after this origin- 
@l hostile reception, it, iy nevertheless 444 foree ite 
entrance into the country ts amazing progress through 
Japan, there mast have been some extraordinary reason for 
it. That reason seems quite apparent. Buddhism eon- 
tained certain specific secondary social implications 
which the dominant ‘eee as well.as the peasante and slaves 
sensed immediately. It wae the recognition of these 
implications that led, it is safe to aseume, to ite initial 
rejection by the former and ite enthustastic reception 
by the latter. 

‘What these impitcabtons were, @ lineal descendant 
of the seventh century nobility, Sadao Araki, has only 
sooently stated. Budéhiem, he @ains, teaches that nature 
knows no differences and that only when differences have 
completely: disappeared, can man attain to the true light, } 
perfection and oxtinetios: But this is nthilien, te 
3 insiste, ‘and nthilion te the dented of the vi one 
mogernit;, It ie,besides, utterly UnEPas » be continues, 
- for only where there are Gifterences is there merit. (2) 


(1) Appendix to 0. jfantn end B ees 
Fasctem in Japan, New Yor’, Asie, pe ant 
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What, of course, he wishes to imply is that it is a denial 
of reality, of the clear-cut evidence of the senses, for 
this evidence of the senses should make it clear to every~ 
one that society is and should always remain organised on 

@ caste and class basis. Only those, therefore, who are 
susceptible to Marxist and revolutionary prepeganss wil 
welcome it, General Araki concludes. But this watoh eon- 
stitutes ite most serious defect for Araki and his ancestors 
represented, we may confidentally assert, its outstanding 
merit in the eyes of the underprivileged peasant and slave 
of the eighth century. The acceptance of Buddhiam was 
their first bid for freedom and they flocked to the new 
religion enthusiastically, almost SERAEENCEAYS dogs women~ 
tum of the Buddhist. dmpect upon this’ oppressed nase. was 

such that the ruling caste had, within a very short tine, 

no other alternative but to adopt Buddhien themselves and 
turn it, ae best they could, to their own uses. This they 
aid with great acumen and skill. It would be ridiculous 

to deny, of course, that other causes alse conduced to its 
favorable reception, sash eo the strugele of the Emperor 
against eho powerful local rulers, do we mean to imply 
that a fair number of the nobility were not Sincere sonverte 
to the new tatth ‘end, of-sourse, it does not Toller that 

the peasants and slaves who eubraced i¢ were necsssartiy aaah 
acutely mre of its sootal import. 
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The explanation I have given above seems far more 
adequate than those customarily advanced and it removes 
the phenomenon of the triumphant spread of Buddhien jn 
Japan from the category of the miraculous, -ner does ft 
attribute ite widespread acceptance there as an indica- 
tion of any abnormal and racially inherent susceptibility | 
on the part of the Japanese to foreign influences. 

With regard to the second question, the complete- 
ness and the speed of the Chinese cultural conquest of 
Japan, thet, likewise, it would seem, has bean somewhat 
incorrectly stressed by most historians. To say that 
' the ruling class simply fuposed Chinese culture on the 
mase of the subjugated people is only red sveie oaga truth. 
We must again ask why should they want to? The answer 
lies, I feel, in the fact that the imposition of Chinese 
culture on the mass of the Japanese people represented, 
mot so much the exercise of power possessed by an allie 
een , Chane shits the final stage in their conquest of 
Japan, ef their role of invaders,-ehteh had begun 
centuries Meters ous hfe oer reorganised the state they 
had established their life, in terms of Chinese — 
culture, this was not because of any mystical quality 
possessed by that culture or because imitation and lack 
of originality were inherent traits of the Japanese race 
but because the model which they adepted-cthe organisation 
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and the ‘theory of the estate as exemplified in the Tang © 
dynasty ‘ef Chine (618-907 )-owas an almost perfect weapon 
for completing their conquest of Japan. Thus Chinese 
culture fereeeree to thom and had value for them as thete 


conquerpd Japan because of ite 
intrinsic worth or superiority at-atl as has been alvays 
contended. The adoption of Chinese civilisation was = 
simply the means by which the Japanese overlords cen © ate) op ated 
quereé the country to which they had come as invaders 
not so many centuries pefore.. On euch a theory the over- 
whelming of the earlier Japanese Civilisation becomes 
intelligible and we no longer are forced to take refuge 
fin the meaningless and untrue contrast of « seut-barbdarian 
qulture falling an easy prey to a higher and more sophisti- 
gated one. Such an interpretation may possibly be a 
terrible blew to sooiologists and social psychologists 
but it delivers us from miracles ané Hitlerian paychoses. 

‘@he conditions, social and econonomic, accompany- 
ing the adoption of Western European civilisation are of 
an utterly different type from those gust discussed. The 
time has long passed since foreign historians thought that 
‘4b wis sufficient simply to bring the Japanese in intimate 
contact with Western Suropean civilisation for them to 
immediately realise its superiority to their own and that 
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fhere are many mission schools in Japan today ani they 
are doing a fine work in training the boys and girlie to be- 
come Christian young men end women. Jn fact, some of the . 
great leaders of Japan toiey are qradunten of these mission 
achools. | 

We gratefully recognize the hand of God in the life of | 
Japan. The Christian religion in the course of half a con~- 
tury, has become one of the recognized religions in Japane 
it was. prohibited end condemned by public notices when the 
firat missionaries arrived in 1859» Wow Christianity is 
recognized by ‘the Governnent, by the traditional religions 
ana by the people. The property for churches and schools, 
for mission residences and hospitals and for other Christien 
uses is legally hela and incorporated under Japanese law 
fhe Christians along with puddhists and Shintoists have their 
share of chaplaincies for prisons and other atate institu} 
tions. The Home Department of the Government has called to- 
gether for conference on & number of occasions the represen- 
tatives of the three religions, Boddhien, Christianity end 
Shintoiem. Fifty years ago the three religions would have 
deen Buddhism, Confusieniem end Shintoism, but since then 3 
Christianity bas replaced Confucianian as 6 positive religions 

in visible results of Christianity statistics have & 
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place. When my father eat nent te Japan there were 23,000 
Protestant Christians. There are now 232,000 not to mention 
the Roman and Greek Catholics. Since then the Protestant 
communion has inereased tenfold while the population has 
- @oubled. i might seem dissouraging to be able to report 
only 232,000 Protestant Ghri ations while the popalation has 
4inereased by millions, dat the rate of inorease is much 
greater with the shureh than with the ne bd Ore fhe population 
inereases about one and one quarter percent per annum. While 
the Protestant Church manberahty inoreases about five percent 
per annum. A Mass movenent may ocour at some future tine 
when great numbers will be aamitted inte the church. 

Great changes have taken place in the mtional Japanese 
customs under Christian infinenoe. Sun@ey has been made a 
legal holiday Christms in observed as a festival of giv- 
ing dy thousands in the crest cities. fhere was a time when 
Christmas decorations were sold only by the Christian Litera- 
ture Society but now the emliest neighborhood shops in the 
bie éi ties pat them on gale. The Chrietmas story hae ea fasci- 
mating appeal in the Orient. 

Polygamy in the form in whieh it existed in J@pan is @y- 
ing out. | i 

he newer day has an ilipstrious precedent in the 1m- 
perial Court life. the Shintoiets have adopted the Christian 
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custom of performing the marriage rite in the presence of 

the deity. The Women's Christian Temperance Union began 
a work which is now taken over almost wholely by the nation- 
al organization which calls itself the “Customs Referm So- 
ciety". The society does not limit itself to temperance re- 
fora, but conducts powerful ‘sampaigns for the abolition of 
other national evile and is one of the liveliest organiza- 
tions in the nation. The same may be said of the Rational 
Temperance League, perhaps ihe most powerful ant effeotive — 
temperance organization in the world. , 

Along with the reform of custons, Christian influence 
should be credited with the inauguration of social service 
end philenthropy;: neither of which had any plece worthy of 
nention before Jayen WAS opened to modern Christian smissions. 
The Salvation Army, conducted for the most paré from Englend, 
has done noteworthy work: in ree field of social service ani 
received an annual grant from the Imperial household. Ir. 
Kagawa, by his Life in the slums, has interpreted christ's 
ming towards unfortunate nenbers of society+ He and other 
Christian leaders have been in close touch with the laber go- 
pulsation ond have done sonething to impart to the l&ébor move- 
ment an appreciable Christian influence « 

Ail eorts of Christien otarities have sprung up — 

bring relief and blessing te the leper, the "eta" class, the 
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unemployed end other needy seabaee of séciety. St. Iukes 
International medical center in Tokyo is an outatending en- 
terprise of the Christian movement. 

Philanthropy is an Werennthe expression of the mind 
of Christ, though practised by many who are not identified 
with the Christian movement ; The most cutetanding recent 
instance is the thirty million Yen foundation established 
by the Mitsui family. 

Benevolence in the confackan seme is essentially a 
paternal virtue, and is exercised toward inferiors in the 
sooiel organism. It does not feel compassion for the mualti- 
tudes nor does it make the weak a burden of the strong 4s & 
broad principle running through all society. f 

Christian influsnce me contributed much to the State 
ineluding converts in “Caesar's Household". ‘The wives of 
five ministers of the present (Seite) Cabinet, including 
the wife of the Premier and some of the Cabinet Ministers 
themselves were trained in miss fon schools. fFarlianent 
since ite organization in 1889, has not deen without Christ- 
ian leaders end Christian jaiges have been members of the Su- 
preme Court. A wide knowledge of the Seriptures in Japan is 
shown by quotations fron pablic speakers anaé writers. Japan's 
great Finance Minister, Junnosuke Inouye, in & apeech at tne 
Peers! Club just before his assassination made use of the 
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Seriptures when he said, "And when one member suffers, ell 
members suffer with it". He referred to the world depression 
and the new dependence of the nations each upon the other. 
Hot only the Scriptures but Christian History ie widely knom — 
among the Japanese. Augustine and Calvin, lather and Wesley, 
are familiar nemes and eon thing is understood about their 
place in history» : 

Striking a little aecper, one will find in the less ob-- 
wious realities the deep impression Christ has made upon the 
thought and life of Japan. The dictionaries ami encyclopedias 
reveal this transforming influence. an intelligent Japanese 
man will. refer to ceraneniiay ks if the term has been used 
traditionally by the Japarass, while as a mtter of fact its 
vogue is of the very reusat of origins. One cannot acquire | 
in shops pure specimens of Japanese seramic ware if of re- 
ecnt manufacture. All the current etyles betray the touch 
of the Vest upon the artists designs. So it is with current 
ideas. Nothing is purely Oriental. A distinguished Shinto — 
teacher in the Tokyo Inpertel Universi ty expounds Shintoian 
as if the Kojiki were a Hegelian anster piece. 

As regards the deeper influence ef Christianity upon 
moiern Japan, the substance of the present situation was re- 
eently expressed by the farmer Minister of Foreign affaire 
Baron Shidehara who said that ae Baidhien formed the spirit 
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‘ef the Heian period so Christianity was the moving apirit of 

| the recent period in Japenese History. Christianity possesses 
a great advantage over the traditional religions which are — 
bound up with a passing order of society. The new Japan hag 
oreated forms of national life according to Hestern molds by 
means of which Christianity finds it easy to give expression 
to its message. In the past the Christian religion of those 
molds so freely adopted by Japan ae ea-pation has greatiy ef- 
fected her life. To try to bring Christianity and the tradi- 
tional religions together in any syneretistic enterprise 
would be a hopeless undertaking. Christianity bas a deep 
affinity with the new Japan and is the answer to its deepest 
need, A2l that Buddhism has been able to do in adjusting it- 
self to the new order cf things is to struggle against ite | 
own decadence and to cory the methods of the Christian propa- 
ganda in ite om, present day activities. 

Mission institutions which now oecupy an established 
place are organs of the new Christian epirit. Christian 
Zauen tional Work, the christian idterature Seclety and St. 
Takes Heqical Center Inve a national westige, a wide patron- 
age, and a fruitfulness whieh no one would deny. ‘Their posi- 
tien is secure and they are the instruments by which the new 
Japan ie being formed. These cutetanding insitutions are 
Geeply permeated by the Christian spirit and if they should 
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guffer @ecline through lack of funts the loss to Japan would 
be irreparable. . 

fhe Christian Church is becoming increasingly inde pend- 
ent. It ie far advanced in self support and possesses the 
spirit of initiative and apostolic zeal for the spread of 
the gospel. It posseases a upirt al quality thet ie re- 
vealed by early morning comet meetings and other gatherings 
for the cultivation of the spiritael Life. ‘the Japanese 
Chureh cannot yet carry the load of ineSitutional Christian- 
ity created by the foreign miseions. Out of its own re- 
sources it cannot meet the requirements of the vast field of 
rural evangéeligem; nor can ut afford at present to be cut off 
from the body of Christ in other Jandés « 

In contrast to other Agiatio fields Christianity and 
ite success in Japan has been with the middle and intelleoc- 
tual classes. The creation of the new Japan is to be credit- 
ed very largely to middle class intellectual population from 
which ite leaders have cone in polities, in business and in 
education as well as in the christian movement. lt is no. 
accidental circumstance that Christianity has dieplaced Coh- 
fucianiem for the Christian ‘sekuayh hes been largely with the 
Confucian population. qhe Confucian background is more like 
that of the 014 Testament than any other in the non-Christian 
worl@. Hence the response to Christianity has its source in 
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the traditional background. , 

fhe national system of akuankscon had its origin with 
the Confucian population of Japan though projected on nation 
wide and papular scale with den doors to all classes. Christ- 
fanity has been weeenicentiy successful in winning converts 
from among. the student classes. Indeed, Christianity in 
Japan is highly educational though not without the feryer of 
evangeliem. The new slogan of the church is significant, 
soanding ac it does the all of rural evangelism. At nu ote 
the olties are centers of Christian activities, and Tokyo, 
the capital, ie probably nowe Christian than was the city of 
Rome in the third century after Christ. 

‘fhe depth of Christian influences consistsa of progress 
through more stages, owing a Slose contact with higher educa- 
tion than other mission fields, the higher education not only 
in Japan but in Western countries, resulting in a mturity of 
ming scarcely reached elsewhere in the mission fields. The 
work has passed through a out mumber of stages, both in 
thought and practical methods, than elsewhere owing yartly te. 
the quickened morement of qunered progress in Modern Japan. 
fhe Japanese Christian in a true sense is one with the Christ- 
Ton Ty RORY changes in Western 
thought ani movements. 

fhe Batdhiat religion controls the meses of population 
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ani it is into this field that Christianity now proposes to 
enter. fhe fervent evangelion permeating Christianity from 
the beginning in 1859 is, in pert, owing to the influence of 
American missions; but also in part is accounted by Japanese 
reaction, expressing a aeaper religious consciousness than 
that of the Confucian mind. This may have its source in | 
part at least in Puidhistraysticisn. It is an interesting 
fact that the Jayanese Christian ministry exhibits fer great- 
er depths in prayer then in preaching. In the prayer life 
of the Japanese believers Christianity has reached ite high- 
est level. One often hears aii extraordinary feayer by the 
pastor, fall ef spiritual ae and fervor, followed by a 
very Gull sermon. The vocabulary of prayer molded largely 
by the Soriptures and: especially by the Pealns 1s bound to 
be different from that of preaching in hich the language of 
the people is used with its traditional coloring, in the use 
of which the Buddhists ere me effective than christian 
preachers. The younger generation readily underatands Christ- 
den preaching and its soraatelcas becomes familiar to them in 
the schools of Japan where Englieh is the mijor siify. The 
Christian movement hae, however, among ite preachers a few 
whose work ia with power. 

Christian influence has produced a greater opportunity 
in Japan end in other Asiatic countries as well than it has 
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yet fulfilled. the youth trained in the schools are more 
open minfled and are ins better position to understand Christ- 
fan preaching then the first generation to which the appeal 
was madé. 

Het only in religion — Japan progressed. I can well 
remember the tine when there were no electric lights and we 
hed to burn kerosene lamps 2 ean also reeall the first elec- 
trio train that was run fron Kobe to Osaka, about twenty miles. 
Tt was @ gala occasion and thousants turned out to see the 
train leave. 

Japan's merchant mae iaie has grown and ranks high among 
the mations of the world. I remenbder the Canadian racifie 
Steamship Company had three beautiful steamships that used to 
come from Vancouver to Japon andi on to Eanileae These ships 
were the most beautiful passenger ships of that day and the 
Japanese built three ships just like them. When the first 
one was put into service, however, ané 1 saw her she looked 
like the Empress ships but her stacks were far too tall, and 
by the a ee 
dock: anf have most of her fonnels renoved « 

But today Japan hes boil’ in her own shipyards the fin- 
est ccean liners that you can find anywhere in the world. 

fhe only place that Japan is the same old Japan is cat 
in the country where foreign influence has not been felt. 
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Here you will fini Jayan just as che was when I was « boy. 
In the old days you could see poverty all about you. 
The streets had mny beggars and because some of the Aneri- 
cans used to give money to the poor it became common for 
great erowds of children ani also grow ups to follow the 
white man around and beg for alms. The lepers were always 
beggars, end the bubonic plague used to comes to Japan ani 
large districts were roped off in order to combat this dis- 
ease, but today they have the best medical skill and also 
“health centers which have reduced disease to a small sonles 
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franslation of the rivet Chapter of the 
dapanese Department of Edueation History 
for the Higher Ordinary School~-Vol. I 
Chapter One ‘ Age of the Gods 


fhe foundation of our Imperial Nation, the Great Japan, 
was eatablisheda by the Imperial Ancestress Amateyasu-Omikani , 
Omikami was highly virtuous, and she imparted tonher people 
the arts of husbandry, weaving and the like. The universs- 
lity of her kindness was like the shining of the gun upon 
everything, and because of this she is reverenced by all 
people as the Sun-Goddess. | 

Omikami's brother, Prince Susa-n0-0, was younger than 
she, and his Dehevior WES, for the most part, apt to be vio~ 
lent. He was chased away by the Gods, descended to Izumo, 
and before Long subjugated that region. It is also gaid that 
he made ‘frequent excursions to Koreas Under his ae Prinoe 
Okuninushi, his dominion extended more and mores By teaching 
the arts of medicine and so forth, the Pringe attached him- 
seit 40 the people, and his ‘influence ineagased greatly » 

Omikemi , intending her descendents to rule tranquilly , 
sent a messenger to Kiguki in Igumo to give instruction as to 
her desire. Prince Okuninushi, purposing to take counsel 
with his eldest son and make reply, went quickly by boat to 
him. Prince Koto-shire-nushi was just then at Cape Mihono 
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fishing with rod and line, and his father there trangmitted 
to him the will of Omikami and exhorted the frinee to re- 
verentially receive the Tnaperial command. Thereupon this 
Prince Okuminmushi gave up completely his dominion over the 
nation and withdsew himself into the Shrine at Kiguki. Since 
then the Prince has been revered in this shrine, and it is 
called the Shrine of Izumo. 

After Pyinee Okuninushi had reverentially abdicated, 
Omikams's grandson, Prince Ninigi, received an oracle from 
Omikamt asking that he confer the three sacred treasures 
(This chapter does not say what they ave, but they are the 
Imperial regalia, peraat ine of the mirrow, the swom and the 
jewel. These are ke pt et the Ancient shrine of Ise, and the 
Emperor goes there ones 4 year to worship «) {hen Prince Ame- 
no-koya-nuno and Prine Futo-dama » With a great many Goda 
following, descended to Hiuga (4.@2 Sun-Facing. Hiuga is 
the aldcname of a province in the large southwestern islend, 
Kyushu.) our nation, having begun with this territory, @x~ 
tended for three mics nena The peried is known as the 
Age of the Gods. | 

Thus according to the sacred decree, the Imperial line, 
unbroken through all the gonerations and transmitting the ga- 
cred treasures, has endeared itself to the people. The people, 
generation after generation, faithfullly serve the Imperial 
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House, and the destiny of the nation, as time passes, flou- 
rishes. The Imperial throne is soeval with heaven and earth. 
For this reason our national constitution is unique amongst 
the peoples of the earth. 
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Chapter two | : The Initiation under Emperor Jimm 


The divine Prince Nintgt had descended to Hinge, and his 
descendants now continued there. After a time there was a 
great dis turbanee, for there wore regions afar which were as 
yet not under the benign influence . Jim Tenno, the Prince's 
great grandson, had removed himself to the center of the coun- 
try and was tranquilly ruling all the people. He desire, how- 
ever, to fulfill the will decreed by the Imperial Anesators, 
80 leading an army, he departed end set forth in the dixection 
of Yamato. ie 

The Emperor proceeded with war-like determination and ad- 
vanced sastward towards the Inland sea. The passage was dif-~ 
ficult, for at that time the sea route was not well known and 
the ships were imperteot En route the hardships were exces~ 
sive, and many yoers passed verore he at length reached Naeni- 
wa. From there he planned to go into the Yamato country, but 
@ chief called Hagasunehiko, in service to Prince Nigihayahi, 
warded off the Imperial amy + the Emperor accordingly retired 
and went around the Kid region. Under the direction of Prince 
Wichinoomi , the army divided into several parts and went in. 
By singing war songs their morale was stimulated ; they subdued 
certain unsubject tribes along the way and finally bore down 
upon Nagasunehiko. 
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Prinee Nigihayahi who, 1 is said, had formerly been a 
subject of the Enperor, endeavor ed to dissuade Nagasunehiko 
from his opposition. He mot with refusal, and sinee there 
was no alternative : Sl ew him and submitted to the Emperor 
On this account, the Emperor raising his Jeyelty, made magh 
use of the Prince, The rest of the people surrendered, the 
Emperor pardoneg them all, and thus the whole Yamato region 
was pacified. 

‘Hereupon the Emperor established his throne at Mount 
Unedi in Kashiwara in the southeast. He erected a palace | 
ami endowed a shrine within it. He gave thanks for his rige 
$0 power end caused the people fer and wide for. the first | 
time to make celebration of the Imperial accession. At this 

time he elevated to royal consort Prinesas Suzuhine, the | 
“daughter of Prince Kote-chiro~nusht . 

_ This year was the first year of the establishment of 
our Eupire, the year 660 prior to the Western era. Hot only 
is our Empire thus very ancient, but we do not find in. any 
eran nation an example such es this, that the Inperial 
throne has continued from the first year, waslanging through 
the ages to the present. 

The Emperors, through the family of Haka tout, granison 
of Prince Ame-ho-koya-nuno, and the family of Imabe, grands on 
of Prince Futodama, asaured the administration of the grat 
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responsibility of government. The family of Otemo, dea~ 
eended from Prinee Miehinoomi, and the family of Monobe, 
descended from Prince Nigihayahi, dirested the arnies, and 
thus the Imperial line has been preserved. 

Farther, the Emperor recognizes and employa persons 
of merit, each according to hie ability here or there in the 
government of the country, and graciously encourages indus- 
try. Therefore the people, all under the Imperial benevolence, 
ani the foundations of our Eapire, established by the Gods, 
became more and move firm and shall never be disturbed through 
thousands of generations. 
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‘The Goadess Ama teragu-Omikami had given her grandson the 
sacred mixror, telling him that when he looked thereupon it 
should be as seeing herself . During the generations follow- 
ing it was placed ina ahrine and revered. when the Emperor 
Jimm dwelt in Yamato he established the place of worship at 
fomino Mountain. Here, solemnly revering the Imperial arces- 
tora, be manifested such filial plety that the prinoiple of 
divine worship became finally eLear 

After some five nundreo years when the Age of the Gods 
was already far in the ast, the Emperor Sujin reigned tenth 
in the Imperial line. At this time he showed grel} concern 
for the sacred mirror, the symbol of the Sun Goddess, and for. 
the Imperial House. Accordingly, he caused the sword of the 
Glouds of heaven to be revered with the mirror in a special 
shrine « ec | 

During the time of the eleventh of the Imperial Line, 
Emperor Suinin gave Imperial command ¢o Princess Yemato-hime 
to renove the emblems to the panks of the ‘Ise, and there by 
the banks of the flowing stream of the river of ‘fifty bells 
to veverently build a shrine. This is the Imperial shrine of 
the weasent day. | | | 

later when Prince Yamato-Take was eubjugating the region 
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of Eze, he went to worship at the Imperial shrine. . He had 
reacivyed the sacred sword from his Imperial aunt, the Prin- 
eess Yamato-hime, and by the power of 4% had disposed of 

the rebels» He galled the sword the grass gutting sword and 
dedicated it to the shrine at Ateuta. 

The Imperial Household especially worships at the Im- 
perial shrine, and for 8 Long time it had been used by the 
Imperial Prinogeses as a ehrine of purification. Even today 
the chief priest de appointed by the Imperial family. Every 
¢wenty years the ehrine “is rebuilt, and the established manner 
of the ceremony of vemovel of the shrine has not been changed 
to this day. 

Further, when the Enperor Sujin enshrined the sacred | 
mirror and the sacred sword in @ special shrine, he mde re~ 
plicas thereof, and with then placed in the shrine the sacred 
jewel, Yesa-kani-ng-nagatam« ®hese three became the symbols 
of the ‘poyal line, the Three: Imperial Regaliass Since the 
sacred mirror is preserved in the holy place within the 
shrine, it is, as it were, that the Emperors , generation af- 
ter generation, are serving oe presence of the great Goa 
(or the Great Gods). me | | 

Our people have also had the good custom of worshipping 
Goa (op the Gods) and reverencging the aneestors. ‘The whole 
nation not only shows reverence for the Imperial shrine as 
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pertaining to the ancestral Gods, bat each person hes his 
own tutelery God whom he worships and serves devotedly. ‘The 
funeral rites of the rulers and the parents are carried out 
dutifully; also Imperial entombments are performed magnifi- 
@natly and reverently | . | 

Even today there are often. found articles, images of 
Olay, eto» which were buried with the deceased, and these 
things help us to know the customs of ancient times. In 
those times olothing for both men and women was made of linen 
woven from hemp threads or from milberry payer. They wore a 
sort of narrow sleeved coat and Close fitting trousers and 
ornamented their arms and neoks with beautiful jewelry. The 
men, : parted. their hair left and right and tied it in bunches, 
The women did theirs up in top knots or else let it hang: 
loosely» their food vessels were of unglazed earthenware . 


The houses were built of untrinmed Logs, the posts being set 


down deep in the earth and the roof covered with reeda. Farm- 
ing was the principal occupation during these times, but fish- 
ing was also porsuede Life, on the whole, was very simple. 
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Enterteained in a Japanese hom@e We received and re« 
turned the usual polite and profound bows of salutation at 
the door; then removed the shoes from our feet, as well as 
the hats from our heade, as entered the hunble Japanese 
Gwelling. Next we climbed a short but steep flight of 
stairs ~~ more like e ladder than « staircase --- to a 
Little upper room of seven~and~one-helf wats, with ite oad 
Little windows and sliding doors, élazed--so to speak-~-not 
with glass, but with tightly stretched white yeper. This 
ia the Japanese way of telling the size of rooms, «-« seven- 
end-one-half mate covered, or rather, constituted the floor 
of this particular room. These mats, or better, these tata- 
mi, (for our word mat is not at ell suitable to convey the 
idea of these constituent parts of a Japanese house) are 
heavy effairs made of a rectangular wooden frame, about six 
feet by three feet, and three inches thick, stuffed with 
vice straw, packed in ‘tight, like hay in a bale, and covered 
with fine mtting bound round the efiges with wide black 
braid. These tatami resting on rough boarding constitute 
the floor. They are fitted very tightly together, edge to 
edge and are numbered on the under side, in order that each 
may be readily replaced after the semiannual house cleaning, 
at which time the whole house is turned insids out. At the 
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house cleaning tine, there is a great display of house gon- 
tents on the strects, and the air is full of the noise of 
the tatami being beaten, and the atmosphere has considerably 
more dugt and fleas te the eabie inch than is usuale 

It being cold weather i this oocasion, <--- the month 
of March, in the city of toxye ow~ the chilly winds easily 
penetrate these Japanese “band-box” or "patoh-box* houses 
(as they are called by foreigners) ---but the chilliness is 
partiy tempered b, fires of obareoal embers in small sarthen 
Jars, placed about the floor where desired. However the 
Japanose do not think of hearing the house so much as we dos 
They put on about as mich clothing indoors as out, and simply 
try to xeep their hands. ani feet warm with the ald of these 
charcoal braziers. There is not the profusion of furniture 
we are accustomed to, not even in the homes of the wealthy. 
They squat upon their heels on the tataml, with perhaps a 
cushion under their bent legs. A small low table or two, 
and en artistic folding deren, perhays, in one or two rooms, 
a chest or cabinet, ani some scrolls on the wall, will be 
all the furniture. Beside thie there will be an inset place 
with fanoy little shelves containing some bric-a-bra¢ or an- 
cestral tablets, and other valued objects. This place, called 
the tokonoma, is the honorable side of the room. 

Aa friends enter the home there are many graceful salu- 
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tations and honorable greetings upon hands and imees which 
make a foreiener feel groteaquely avkward. The Japanese 
in greeting how quite low, almost, if not quite, touching 
the tatami with the forehead, and do this at least three 
times at the preliminary anlutetions while asking after 
the honorable health of the visitor and hia honorable fani- 
ly. In the ensuing paeeceadi cnt every time some compli- 
mentary remark is made there ie another mtual bowing. 

The Japanese do n6t shake hands. When they meet they 
bow, end as this is generally done several times, it takes 
time to be polite in this Jana of the cherry-bdlossoms. | 

Moat of the ordinary class, as well as the middle and 
upper Class Japanese, are cleanly. Their land is voleanic, 
and has hot springs in many rarts of it; this hae doubtless 
given the people thelr fondness for hot baths. It is eus- 
tomary to take a hot bath daily. And they take the bath 
fer hotter than westerners generally do. 

They are fond of flowers and plants. Even the poorer 
people with but a few square feet of an open space between 
their crowled dwellings, have & few plants and flewers. 
Their gardens are generally made to imitate the scenery of 
their land, with miniature mounteing (it. Fuji figures pro- 
minently) rivers, lakes, waterfallg, bridges, yagoteas, and 
tiny forests; algo rocks and bits of sea-beech. 
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The tatami flcors, the enojs (white paper-covered slid- 
ing doors end winiews}), and the karakemi (decorated paper« 
covered sliding partitions between rooms) are generally 
kept spotlessly clean. Of course in homes having ehildren, 
the paper covered shoji and kerakamd will often exhibit fin- 
ger marks, and the breaks incident to youthful rompings need 
frequent mending. 

Off the rooms are very capacious closets with sliding 
decors, convenient for stowing things in. Into these closets, 
the bede are stowed in the day time. The beds consist of 
heavy quilt-like things, eons used under, and some over the 
sleeper, more or less of them according to the season of the 
year. As the beds are brought or rather, #114 out onto the 
fieor of the room, peter nndg Bae in aceora with the rest of 
the oppositeness of this cotentad jand, that in Japan one 
Goes not "go to bed", but the “bed eomes to you". 

_ Shoes gannot be worn on the tatami-floor, elther our 
leather style or the wooden ones of the natives, for such 
shoes would soon make holes in the tatemi. We have to wear 
soft slippers indoors, or the Japanese tabi, @ kind of linen 
Slipper-sock. But bare feet is the common style of the Ja- 
panese. As their footwear consists of sandals of straw, or 
wooden gota--—-a flat wood sole get upon eroge-hars of wood 
which rest on the ground, and held om the foct by a thong 
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between the great toe ani the next ong,«-~— their feet are 
not cramped in shoes, are expensed to the air and rain and 
sunshine. Thus their feet ave usually in much better cdon- 
dition than ours. One could not make a living selling 
corn-plasters in Japan, ancagat the yet unwesternigzed na- 
tives. _ 

fhe Japanese language presents about the greatest ai¢- 
fioulty for residence in this land of flowers and wonderful 
scenery. There is no alphabet. instead there are two syl- 
labaries of 48 syllables, and two principal, with three or 
four less used, Styles of writing these syllables. But te 
read literature, newspapers end books, thres ar four thou- 
Sand Chinese idecgrans have to be learned. Some 1600 to 
2000 years ago when the Japanese were barbarians they got 
their first civilization fron China by the advent of Bud@de © 
hist priests, and with this cane the Chinese language, so 
that the Japanese languace tae become a complication of the 
. yare old Japanese, with the bulk of the Chinese vocabulary 
added to it and yut into the Japanese grammatioal end syn- 
tactical mould, The ideograms, too, are witten in various 
styles, which further complicates matters for the coreien 
atudent. The meanings of the characters do not follow any 
logic, and the burden on the memory is terriblee You really 
have to ghange your way of thinking in acquiring Japanese. 
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fhe same set of olroumatances will not bring forth the sane 
remarks from a Japanese as from en American or Duropeun. 

Differences in person, number or gender are understood 
from the context or the circumstances, and not generally ex- . 
pressed by chenge of word. The mood end tense of a sentences, 
however long it may be, can seldom becdetermineé til2 the 
final verb which winds it up; the intermediate verbs are 
pat in en infefinite form. instead of cur definite "I" or 
"you" and so on, there is used the implication of inferior~ 
ity (the speaker) and superiority (the hearer), by means of 
honorific forms of qualifications of nouns, adjectives and 
a P 

“ash matter even forth comes not was" is about the 
literal English translation of the Japanese santence usea to 
indicate that "I eonlé not wash my face ang hands." "{o une 
worthy house the honorable entrance is hembly requested" is 
the equivalent of "Please come to see me." fhe condueter of 
e@ street car or train calls out the name of the next stop, 
and then asks “Honorable alighting persons may there not ber* 
Then to the passengers about to cone on board, who have been 
bows politely and says "Pardon is begged far the honorable 
wait." Algo it should be stated that to tha alichting pass- 
engers he calle out, "It is humbly requested that there be 
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Japan has been galled topay-turvy land because of the 
oppositeness of things to our way of thinking. Carpenter's 
tools work the opposite ony the saws and planes out on the 
return etroke instead of the outstroke, the teeth and the 
blade being act the epposkte wy to cur tools. fheir beoks 
begin at the opposite ent, ana the writing ie from right to 
left, and top te botton. Adresses ere thus written: U.SeAe, 
California, Berkeley, Pleauont Avenue, £422, Radin Paul Dre 
In making out a bill the merchant pute the amount first, 
then the item, then the date. It is the tenant who gives 
the landlord the lease. In bailding house they begin by 
making the roof. Theig yes and no in sane eases means just 
the opposite of cura. This gets beginners in Japan into 
lots of trouble as ales docs the fact that their answer to 
a negative question is the opponite of our way. They put a 
horse Anto the stall not head first but teil first, ao that 
Barnum's horse with his head where his head ought to be is 
Very Gommon in Japan. ue wave the hand in saying or indicat- 
ing good-bye, but as this means "Come here” in Japan, it bas 
preduced mach confusion, at twaies end steamers, for unso~ 
whistioated foreigners, with their newmade Japaneso friends. 
"Yoroshii" in the little Japanese conversation books sold to 
touriste is given as "all right" whieh is go at times, but 
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only at times, for often to the foreigner's dismay he tints 
hie use of it is all wrong. "Ikaga desu ka" is given as 

the equivalent of "How are youff when by itself it simply 
means "How is 1t?7" ieee How ia the matter in which we are in- 
terested, or how is the house you are building progressing, 
or any other aptter of present concern. It has reference te 
the health only if there is partioular reason therefor, or 

the word health is expressed with 1%; because in Japan it ia 
not customary to ask anybody end everybody om any and all ote 
Cagions, as we do, how they are, meaning es to health. | 

But the Japanese have as much trouble with English as we 
have with Japanese. This is shown constantly in signs over 
stores, in advertisements ant other matter put into Mmglish 
by Japenese who have no idea that the English they have ace 
quired is quite incorrect. In Yokoham there appeared cover 
the office of an express firm which wanted to capture the 
business of the foreigners off the steamers, the following 
sigma: "Leave your lugeage with ue and we will send it in 
ell directions." ‘The difference in meaning between al ant 
any was not understood evidently. 

A young student who on one occasion missed meeting the 
writer, wrote a note of apology in whieh he seid: "fhere is 
mo excuse for you", not realizing that this English idion 
really meant the opposite of "I have no excuse to offer you", 
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which was whet he meant. 

Really our Rnglish is very puzeling to Japaneses A 
Japanese stuient, for instance, does not understand why, if 
"“woodshed" is a place to keep wood, Swan terdhed” is not a 
place to keep water. 

4s © great deal of Japan 1s mountainous, one gannot 
travel far without secing-moc 
acenery like that of our ah ae or the Alps of 
Switzerland. , | 

Japan is & land of dangers. Earthquakes oocur frequent- 
iy of sufficient intensity to shake houses and make doors and 
windows rattle, with mow ent then a disastrous a 
pars of the country or anoint. 

On one miasionary trip of some forty miles tramping over 
the mountains end down the valleys with my Japanese helpers, I 
experienced two sharp shooks of earthquake, several rainstorms 
with fierce lightning and heavy thon@er (Japan ie a very rainy 
country), and was invelved in the tail eni of a severe typhoon 
which came across the ridge of a mountain as we were climbing 
up the opposite side. The fierceness of the gale, with sharp 
iey hail, caused us to Gling to trees to keep from being blow 
@om the mountain. 4nG we bad to return the way we cane, be-~ 
onuse of the impossibility of going against the storm. we 
were overtaken by darimess on the retreat and had difficulty 
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in getting to a little mountain inn some distance down the 
mountain side. But we were hospitably received after we 
managed to find our way in the darkness along the Narrow, 
rough, end.indistinet trail. They gave us ary Japanese ki- 
monos and put our wet garments to dry, while preparing the 
hot bath, and a hot meal of the simple frugal mountain fare. 
We were too tired to mind the squeaking nezumi (mice) in 
the night, or the eries of owls, or even the bites of the 
mumerous fleas. We were cheered greatly by a beautiful 
clear sunshiny morning, and the hearty well-wishes of our 
host and family as they sped us on our my. 
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